
Litigation stages
Below is a broad overview of the different stages of litigation.  

Each case will be different and may not follow these stages in order.
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LITIGATION

Before litigation starts
• Preliminary investigations
• Consider alternative dispute resolution (ADR)
• Letter before claim

Disclosure / evidence
• Documents relevant to the case disclosed by both parties 
• Witness statements exchanged
• Expert reports

Trial
Preparation for trial, including:
• Preparation of bundles
• Conferences with counsel to discuss the case strategy
• Exchanging skeleton arguments (outlining arguments to be put forward by counsel at trial)
• Attending oral hearing at court

Judgment

Appeals

Issue
• File Claim Form and Particulars of Claim

Preparation of the case
• Defence (and any counterclaim)
• Reply (and any defence to counterclaim) 

Case management conference
• Court manages the progression and conduct of the case


