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Patent and Trad emark Attorneys with Offices in  Cam bridge, Londo n, Readin g, York and  
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The r ecent ex plosion of inte rest in env ironmentally fr iendly te chnologies h as been 
fuelled by the public’s interest in the future of the planet, and by Government support 
through grants and other incentives.  Companies around the World are innovating in 
a way which will impr ove our  liv es a nd tho se of our c hildren, whilst re ducing our  
carbon fo otprint.  E ast of Eng land hi-t ech c ompanies are a mongst those at  th e 
cutting edge of this new and “clean” industrial revolution.  
 
The curr ent glob al m arket for s uch tec hnologies is a bout £ 150 billio n an d is  
predicted to quadruple over the next five to ten ye ars.  The rewards, therefore, are 
potentially enormous for companies and individuals investing in this sector.  As with 
any te chnology b ased sector, I ntellectual Pr operty (IP)  can  play a v ital r ole in  
protecting your investment and securing your return on that investment.   
 
New clean technologies often involve a blend of tra ditional technical disciplines.  A  
good example is fue l cell technology, which requires a b lend of che mical expertise 
for the reactions within the cell, m aterial science for the materials used to make the 
cell and control electronics for controlling the environment of the cell.   These hy brid 
technologies, therefor e, often r equire a new a pproach to obta in opt imum IP 
protection.  At Mathys & Squire we routinely involve two or more specialists with high 
degrees of  ex pertise in  the ir individual a reas to handle hyb rid te chnologies 
effectively, and without duplicating cost.   
 
At present a significant portion of the research and investment in this sector is being 
carried out or funded by traditional energy companies.  At Mathys & Squire we have 
long experience working for glob al energy companies in fields suc h as oil, ga s and 
nuclear power.  We are now actively prosecuting large numbers of  applications for  
green tec hnologies, inclu ding bio-fuels, so lar ce lls, water tre atment a nd green 
solvents.  As a re sult of our e xpertise, we hav e b een se lected to adv ise the  
Environmental Inv estment Network, whic h unite s te chnology c ompanies with 
investors and has UK government support. 
 
At Mathys  & Sq uire we  also understand that with these  hy brid tech nologies, 
innovation is often based on what at first may seem like minor changes but which 
provide ke y en ablers f or th e technology.  It is, ther efore, critical to the success of 
companies inv esting in this area to hav e in place procedures to id entify t hese 
changes and to mak e sure th at they are adequately protecte d by IP.  This is a  
difficult tas k for ma ny comp anies espe cially as the decision of wh at to prote ct is 
often made by mana gers or en gineers without a full un derstanding of what ca n be 
protected.  Therefore, if chan ges have been made and they p rovide a com mercial 
advantage, then these changes should be considered for IP protection. 



 
It is not necessar y for all of thes e changes to be protected by patents.  Other fo rms 
of IP prote ction, such as trade secrets or c opyright can be us ed.  The decision of  
what IP protection to use will depend on a number of factors including whether or not 
the innovation will be come public when the product is r eleased; the likelihood of a  
competitor making ( and pos sibly protecting) the sam e innov ation; the eas e with 
which it would be possible to de sign around the innovation in terms  of R & D c ost; 
whether failin g to  obt ain IP p rotection will result in a  los s of  pr ofit m argin; an d 
whether it would be possible to obtain further revenue through licensing.  
 
Of course protecting all inn ovations ma y n ot be poss ible within the av ailable IP 
budget.  Companies with  IP strategies that id entify an d p rotect the most 
commercially important IP and manage it in a cost effective manner give themselves 
the best p ossible cha nce to be succes sful and to ma ximise the ben efits of their  
investment.   
 
If you require advice or assistance with your IP strategy or your IP portfolio, or if you 
would l ike to  know more about Mathys & Squ ire LLP, please contact the author or 
visit our website at www.mathys-squire.com. 
 
 


